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INTRODUCTION 


In this series, the County labour force projections 
have been prepared on the basis of both 30,000 net migration. 
and 50,000 net migration, whereas last year only one set 
of population projections was used based on 30,000 net 
Migration. This will allow the user four Alternative projec- 
tions based on the various assumptions of population growth 
and labour force participation. 

Using the 30,000 net migration assumption, the 
working age population will rise from almost 6.2 million in 
1976 to 8.4 million by 2001, but if immigration levels should 
rise and 50,000 net migration is more accurate in the next 
few years, the working age population may be 8.8 million by 
2001. The labour force may be from 5.4 to 5.8 million by 
2001 (based on 30,000 net migration) or from 5.7 to 6.1 
million based on 50,000 net migration. 


Ontario: Alternative Labour Force Projections at 30,000 
Net Migration 


Population Labour Force Labour Force 
15+ A B 
(thousands) 
1976 (Actual) “eye Hee a ooo 35850 
1981 6,830 4,449 4,539 
1986 es 4,829 4,951 
rig bee veruraeas 5,048 SP aeye 
1996 SiO Sef DyZoe ty ge bY 
2001 8,380 asic yee hat 


At 50,000 Net Migration 


Population Labour Force Labour Force 
15+ A B 
(thousands) 
1976 (Actual) coed Ws lk 3,856 apo oo 
198i 6,909 4,508 4,599 
1986 1 pated 4,952 aos 8 ae 
So. eg od. Spates 5,448 
1996 8,411 5,497 Syren g 


2001 8,841 5,740 6 136 


LABOUR FORCE PROJECTIONS BY COUNTY AND PLANNING REGION 
1976-2001 


ASSUMPTIONS AND METHODOLOGY 


The county labour force projections are based on . 
the long term population projections made by Central 
Statistical Services for the counties and regions in Ontario. 
These have been revised based on the 1976 Census data. 

The population projection series used for the 
labour force projections are based on the following 
assumptions: 


1. Fertility. Low Fertility. Current figures show 
that fertility is still declining and the low 
is expected to be about 1.5 total fertility rate. 


2. Net Migration. Two migration assumptions are 
used - one based on net migration of 30,000 per 
annum and one based on 50,000 per annum. 


(For a description of the population projection methodology, 
see "Ontario Population Projections" - Presentation to the 
Select Committee on Hydro Affairs.) 


The county labour force projections are estimated 
by applying projected participation rates for the province 


as a whole and an index for each county to the county population 


projections. The regional totals and the provincial total are 
then built up from the County estimates. 

Two sets of projected participation rates were 
prepared for the province - a high and a low set. The lower 
set reflects male labour force participation rates at 
approximately the same levels as in recent years, and female 
participation rates at slightly higher levels than recent 
annual rates. The higher set projects male participation 
rates higher in the younger age groups, and female participa- 
tion substantially higher in all age groups. 


PROJECTED PARTICIPATION RATES 


Participation rates are expressed as that proportion 
of the population age 15 and over who are in the labour force. 

Participation rates tend to vary over time, and they 
are influenced by a variety of factors. For example, there 
are conflicting pressures on participation rates during a 
recession. Women, particularly in the major centres may enter 


the labour force to supplement the family income. On the 
other hand, persons with tenuous attachment to the labour 
force - the young entrants and older persons may withdraw 
from the labour force when jobs are not available. An out- 
standing feature of labour force trends is the steady rise 
in women's participation rates. The same forces influencing 
women to join the labour force during the past few years will 
likely continue to operate in the future; including higher 
education levels, smaller families, increased urbanization, 
the squeeze on real family income with rising inflation, and 
the desire for careers. 

Two sets of projected participation rates were 
prepared for the province - a high and a low set. 

In each set, partipation rates were projected by 


sex for age groups: 15-19, 20-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 
and: 65+. 


PROJECTED MALE PARTICIPATION RATES 


The lower set of projected rates reflects male 
participation at much the same levels as in recent years. 
The higher set reflects greater participation on the part of 
the younger age groups 15-19, 20-24, and the 55-64 age groups. 
In the higher set, the rate for the 15-19 age group is forecast 
at 60% in 1981 rising to 65% by 2001, the 20-24 age group at 
87% in 1981 rising to 90% by 2001, and the 55-64 age group at’ 
82% rising to 86% by 2001. 


MALE: 
LOW PARTICIPATION RATES 


Bao. 1986 B39. 1996 2001 
ES este] 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 
20-24 87.0 87.0 87.0 Pia0 SiO 
25-34 Wl bes CE hast SIU 970 97.0 
35-44 945 Sh. 2 9h.5 9% 55 D715 
45-54 94.5 94.5 94.5 9455 94.5 
55-64 82.0 82.0 82.0 82.0 8220 
65+ 5.0 bee he) 6 oD Lege. 18.0 


HIGH PARTICIPATION RATES 


E5=19 60.0 61420 6250 

20-24 87.0 dey Be) BGs. i 

25-34 7.0 97.0 97.0 97,0 = PALY 
35-44 Lhe Es ed 

45-54 94.5 94.5 94.5 . : 
55-64 B2aU 83.0 84.0 6510 86.0 
65+ TEP E Ae LB we Ns 20.45 22.0 


PROJECTED 


FEMALE PARTICIPATION RATES 


The total female labour force participation rate 
has risen -from* around 735% "in *)967" tov4976s in 6197 (eee 
57.5% in 1978. The increase in female participation is 
evident in all age groups except those over 55 years of age, 
which has a more variable pattern. In forecasting female 
labour force participation, greater participation than current 
levels is anticipated in both sets of projections. In the 
lower set, participation rates are set out at slightly higher 
levels than recent annual rates. In the higher set of rates, 
each age group is at an increasing trend over the forecast 
period 1981-2001 (except those over 65 years of age). Females 
in the 25-44 age group particularly may join the labour force 
in much greater numbers. Participation rates in this age 
group may rise to 65% by 1981, and 75% by 2001. Those in the 
45-54 year age group may have a labour force participation 
rate of 58% “by 1L9SD-andwo5teby =Z00T; 


FEMALE 
LOW PARTICIPATION RATES 


1981 1986 bee 1996 2001 
dart He, ee hicn', aR el = Be Seu pf a 
20-24 tu Chae ests) 74.0 74.5 7a 
25-34 62-0 65.0 65.0 Bo.U 65.0 
35-44 eile (eRe ee # 65.0 po .0 65.0 


45-54 1s 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 
55-64 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 
eWeG © 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 


HIGH PARTICIPATION RATES 


Does a= pa 8) SIT eP As Hoe) we tehn Tihs, 60.0 
20-24 Tee U pe er 5 Ag BU.) 3 82.0 
25-34 65.0 67.5 rita) LP oe) Lo = 
35-44 65.0 eS 70.0 15s Poe 
45-54 58.0 62.0 63.90 64.0 65.0 
55-64 40.0 4255 45.0 47.5 50.0 
bo 50 iad 3.0 Stet 5.0 


ALLOWANCE FOR COUNTY VARIATION 


To develop projections for the counties, the 
labour force participation rates from the 1971 and 1976 
Census were used to rank the counties. The counties were 
rated to fall into one of four categories. If a county 
appeared constantly in the lower range of participation 
rates for the age groups it was rated in the lower category 
throughout the projections. Conversely, if a county appeared 
constantly in the higher range of participation rates it was 
rated in the higher categories. In the borderline cases, 
judgment had to be used to assign the county a category. 
Once the counties were rated, an index was estimated for 
each group on the basis the province = 100. The indexes 
were then applied to the participation rates projected for 
the province and the county population projections to obtain 
labour force estimation. 


= Ge 


TABLE 1 


ONTARIO LABOUR FORCE PROJECTIONS BY PLANNING REGION, 1976-2001 
30,000 NET MIGRATION, LOW FERTILITY 


CENSUS 1981 1986 1991 1996 


424,550 464 ,268 489 ,369 507,217 524 , 803 540,572 
443,885 483 ,706 509 ,338 528,548 547,511 564,547 
868,435 947,974 998,707 1,035 ,765 1,072,314 1,105,119 


EASTERN ONTARIO 


Population 15+ 


Labour Force A 321,760 369,549 392,676 406,824 418,750 429,310 
213 ,390 243 ,874 262,777 267,784 274,061 279,597 


535,150 613 ,422 655,453 674,607 692,811 708,907 


Labour Force B 321,760 370,514 395 ,600 411,493 425 ,323 438,168 
213,390 255,484 276,536 289,993 305,278 319,853 


535,150 625 ,998 672,137 701,486 730,602 758,021 


CENTRAL ONTARIO 


1,859,040 2,063,610 2,223,201 2,355,386 2,472,125 2,575,506 
1,952,725 2,160,276 2,327,876 2,468,547 2,596,979 2,713,859 
3,811,765 4,223,886 4,551,077 4,823,933 5,069,104 5,289,365 


Population 15+ = Male 
Female 
Total 


Labour Force A 


Male 
Female 
Total 


1,453 ,320 1,677,050 1,816,869 1,918,516 2,002 ,823 2,078,395 
964,915 1,120,190 1,233,523 1,281,067 1,322,295 1,356,855 
2,418,235 2,797,240 3,050,392 3,199,583 3,325,118 3,435,250 


Labour Force B = Male 
Female 


Total 


1,453,320 1,681,477 1,830,529 1,941,566 2,035,657 ' 2,122,746 
964,915 1,172,744 15297,337 1,386,879 1,471,915 1,552,123 
2,418,235 2,854,221 3,127,866 3,328,445 3,507,572 3,674,869 


SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 


Population 15+ = Male 
Female 
Total 


453,885 498,146 532,207 561,176 584,805 608,659 
472,495 520,643 557,484 589,617 616,359 642 ,999 
926,380 1,018,789 1,089,691 1,150,793 1,201,164 1,251,658 


Labour Force A = Male 350,100 399,714 432,359 458,269 479,096 499 ,084 
i Female 220,825 256,970 283 ,568 297,291 309,051 319,963 
Total 570,925 656,684 715 ,927 755 ,560 788,147 819,047 


Labour Force B = Male 350,100 400 ,924 435 ,835 463,871 486,744 509,257 
Female 220,825 269,280 298,644 322,102 344,150 366,158 
Total 570,925 670,204 734,478 785 ,973 830,893 875,415 


NORTHEAS TERN ONTARIO 


Population 15+ = Male 
Female 
Total 


209,815 228,918 239,011 245 ,346 250,913 257,350 
205 ,420 228,363 242,241 251,705 260 ,382 269,461 
415 ,235 457,281 481,252 497,051 5115295 526,811 


Labour Force A = Male 
Female 
Total 


151,355 174,450 185,194 190,723 194,428 198,459 
80 ,680 94,010 101,945 103 ,912 105,908 108 ,327 
232 ,035 268,460 287,139 294 ,635 300 ,336 306,786 


Labour Force B = Male 
Female 
Total 


151,355 174,862 186,526 192,853 197,386 202 ,401 
80 ,680 98,578 107,323 112 ,478 117,950 123 ,949 
232 ,035 273 ,440 293 ,849 305 ,331 315 ,336 326,350 


NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 


Population 15+ = Male 
Female 
Total 


86,460 91,902 95,272 97,499 98,655 99,902 
82,415 90,584 96,585 101,249 104,459 107,390 
168,875 182 ,486 191,857 198,748 203,114 207,292 


Labour Force A = Male 
Female 


Total 


64,235 71,527 75,046 77 ,205 78,505 79,717 
35,700 41,604 45,064 46,448 47,507 48,522 
99,935 113,131 120,110 123,653 126,011 128,240 


Labour Force B = Male 
Female 
Total 


64,235 71,722 75,619 78,113 79,708 81,254 
35,700 43,592 47,482 50,343 52,914 55,510 
99,935 115,314 123,100 128,456 132 ,622 136,764 


TOTAL PROVINCE 


Population 15+ = Male 3,033,750 3,346,844 3,579,060 3,766,624 3,931,301 4,081,989 
3,156,940 3,483 ,572 3,733,524 3,939,666 4,125,690 4,298,256 


6,190,690 6,830,416 7,312,584 7,706,290 8,056,991 8,380,245 


Labour Force A 


2,340,770 2,692,206 2,902 ,061 3,051,455 Sylsosoes 3,284,882 
1,515,510 1,756,572 1,926,795 1,996,429 2,058,749 2,113,190 
3,856,280 4,448,778 4,828,856 5,047,884 5,232,272 5,398,072 


Labour Force B 2,924,021 3,087,810 352245737 3,353,743 
2,027,249 2,161,726 25292 sh53 2,417,523 
4,951,270 249 536 6.870 5 771..2.66 


Social and Economic Data 
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Ministry of Treasury and Economics 


January 1979 
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TABLE 2 


ONTARIO LABOUR FORCE PROJECTIONS BY PLANNING REGION, 1976-2001 


20,000 NET MIGRATION, LOW FERTILITY 


1976 
1981 1986 1991 1996 


EASTERN ONTARIO 


Population 15+ 424,550 466,848 494,775 515 ,635 536,505 555,796 
Female 443,885 486,383 514,834 537, Liz 5595393 579,998 
868 ,435 953,231 1,009,609 1,052,747 1,095 ,898 1,355,798 


Labour Force A = Male 321,760 371,853 397 ,483 414,291 429,078 442 ,666 
Female 213,390 245 ,484 266,123 212,957 281,187 288,766 
Total 535,150 617,357 663 ,606 687 ,248 710,266 731,432 


Labour Force B = Male 321,760 372 ,820 400 ,425 419,007 435,750 451,701 
Female 213 ,390 Pe eine a fe) 280,047 295 ,584 313,201 330,316 
535,150 629,994 680 ,472 714,591 748,951 782,018 


CENTRAL ONTARIO 


Population 15+ - Male 1,859,040 2,094,863 2,288,113 2,457,202 2,613,783 2,760,232 
Female lbp eve pd) 2,192,354 2,394,245 2,572,260 2,741,065 2,901,486 
Total 3,811,765 4,287,217 4,682 ,358 5,029,362 5,354,848 5,661,718 


Labour Force A = Male 1,453,320 1,704,934 1,874,928 2,009,285 2,128,792 2,241,744 
Female 964,915 1,140,211 1,275,665 1,346,168 1,411,892 1,472,129 
Total 2,418,235 2,845,145 3,150,593 3,355,453 3,540,684 3,713,873 


Labour Force B = Male 1,453,320 1,709,382 1,888,792 2,032,904 2,162,804 2,288,239 
Female 964,915 14935207 1,341,518 1,457,196 1,571,483 1,683,635 
Total 2,418,235 2,903,139 3,230,310 3,490,100 3,734,287 3,971,874 


SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 


Population 15+ - Male 453 , 885 501,751 539,748 573,089 601,535 630,649 
Female 472,495 524,345 565 ,238 601,789 633 ,425 665,431 
Total 926,380 1,026,096 1,104,986 1,174,878 1,234,960 1,296,080 


Labour Force A = Male 350,100 402 ,941 439,117 468,918 494,011 518,573 
Female 220,825 259,121 288,154 304 ,432 318,984 332 ,892 
Total 570,925 662 ,062 727,272 773,350 812,994 851,465 


Labour Force B = Male 350,100 404 ,153 442,617 474,589 501,804 529,016 
Female 220,825 271,538 303 ,454 329,818 355,192 380 ,910 
Total 570,925 675,691 746,071 804,407 856,996 909,926 


NORTHEASTERN ONTARIO 


Population 15+ = Male 209,815 229,776 
Female 205,420 229,238 
Total 415,235 459,014 


240,704 
243 ,978 
484,682 


247,864 
254,308 
502,172 


254,284 
263 ,827 
518,111 


261,568 
273,161 
535,529 


Labour Force A = Male 151,355 HW Ay ieph 186,651 192 ,898 197,320 202 ,040 
Female 80,680 94,421 102,785 105,151 107,539 110,344 
Total 232 ,035 269,612 289,436 298,049 304,859 312,384 


Labour Force B = Male 151,355 175 ,604 187,988 195,041 200 ,305 206,029 
Female 80,680 99,010 108,204 113 ,817 119,762 126,251 
Total 232,035 274,614 296,192 308,858 320,067 332 ,280 


NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 


Population 15+ = Male 86,460 92,326 96,164 98,806 100 ,439 102,157 
Female 82,415 91,040 97,466 102 ,616 106,292 109,737 
Total 168,875 183 ,366 193,630 201,422 206,731 211,894 


Labour Force A = Male 64,235 71,898 75,815 78,345 80,053 81,668 
Female 35,700 41,848 45 ,552 47,195 48,507 49,791 
Total 99,935 113,746 121,367 125,540 128,560 131,459 


Labour Force B = Male 64,235 72,093 76,391 79,260 81,271 83,231 
Female 35,700 43,848 47,994 51,150 54,027 56,957 
Total 99,935 115,941 124,384 130,410 135 ,298 140,189 


TOTAL PROVINCE 


3,033 ,750 3,385 ,564 


Population 15+ = Male 3,659,504 3,892,496 4,106,546 4,310,402 
Female 3,156,940 3,523,360 3,815,761 4,068 ,085 4,304,002 4,530,413 
6,190,690 6,9C8,924 7,475 ,265 7,960,581 8,410,548 8,840,815 


Labour Force A = Male 2,340,770 2,726,735 2,973,907 3,163,656 3,329,175 3,486, 606 
Female 1,515,510 1,781,008 1,978,206 2,075,832 2,168,038 2,253,843 
Total 3,856,280 4,507,743 4,952,113 5,239,488 5,497,213 5,740,449 


2,996,130 SS A0U sed 


496 


3,381,857 
2,413,598 
4 


aD 96, 151 
Pane RE ER 


Labour Force B = Male 2,340,770 7M WEY P: 
Female 15155510 1,865,250 
856,280 4,599 222 
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TABLE 5 


WORKING AGE POPULATION PROJECTIONS , ONTARIO, BY SEX AND AGE GROUP 
ACTUAL 1976 AND PROJECTED 1981-2001 


ACTUAL PROJECTED (AT 30,000 NET MIGRATION) si 


SEX AND AGE GROUP 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 
(000's) 
Total, Age 15+ ee Ree 6,830 (prem! 75200 8,057 8,380 
Men, Age 1 Bap» 3,034 3,347 oie he | 35/67 35 93k 4,082 
15-19 413 413 Shey 326 324 = 5 
20=24 368 420 420 359 334 332 
25-34 652 747 823 874 813 728 
35-44 488 549 671 764 839 - 890 
45-54 466 472 480 539 657 746 
55-64 336 384 426 432 439 494 
65+ 310 362 409 473 526 562 
Women, Age 15+ Shag hey 3,484 3,734 3,940 4,126 4,298 
15-19 395 394 see S¥RE 310 Ohi 
20-24 376 407 406 347 Pa Bze 
25-34 650 758 819 848 789 706 
35-44 477 539 667 773 834 863 
45-54 471 464 475 537. 662 766 
55-64 359 419 454 448 459 518 
65+ 429 503 577 676 749 806 
__PBOJECTED (AT 50,000 NET MIGRATION) 
Total, Age 15+ 6,909 75445 7,961 8,411 8,841 
Men, Age 15+ 3,386 3,660 3,892 4,107 4,310 
15-19 416 358 338 340 A fee 
20-24 427 430 3/2 352 i eh 
25-34 764 856 OLs 863 786 
35-44 555 689 799 891 951 
45=54 474 486 52 681 787 
55-64 385 429 436 447 508 
65+ 364 412 478 532 57-1. 
Women, Age 15+ Boe Shee te) 4,068 4,304 4,530 
15-19 397 342 S22 326 338 
20-24 415 417 362 342 346 
25-34 774 853 894 841 766 
35-44 544 682 804 882 923 
45-54 467 481 548 682 802 
55-64 421 459 455 469 533 
65+ 505 582 684 761 822 
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March 1979 
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Ontario labour force 
projections by county 
and planning region, 
1976-2001, based on 
1976 census revision. 


